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In this enlightening book, John Mukum Mbaku analyses the main challenges of constitutional design and the
construction of governance institutions in Africa today. He argues that the central issues are: providing each country with
a constitutional order that is capable of successfully managing sectarian conflict and enhancing peaceful coexistence;
protecting the rights of citizens - including those of minorities; minimizing the monopolization of political space by the
majority (to the detriment of minorities); and, effectively preventing government impunity. Mbaku offers a comprehensive
analysis of various approaches to the management of diversity, and shows how these approaches can inform Africa's
struggle to promote peace and good governance. He explores in depth the existence of dysfunctional and anachronistic
laws and institutions inherited from the colonial state, and the process through which laws and institutions are formulated
or constructed, adopted, and amended. A close look at the constitutional experiences of the American Republic provides
important lessons for constitutional design and constitutionalism in Africa. Additionally, comparative politics and
comparative constitutional law also provide important lessons for the management of diversity in African countries.
Mbaku recommends state reconstruction through constitutional design as a way for each African country to provide itself
with laws and institutions that reflect the realities of each country, including the necessary mechanisms and tools for the
protection of the rights of minorities.From students and scholars to NGOs, lawyers and policymakers, this unique and
judicious book is an essential tool for all those seeking to understand and improve governance and development in Africa.
This Book Deals With Christians As A Minority And Controverts The Myth That They Are The Most Forward
Community. It Details The General Constitutional Rights As Well As Special Rights Of The Minorities In India And
Focuses Attention On The Relationship Between Human Rights Of Minorities. An Essential Reading For Sociologists,
Political Scientists, Human Rights Activists And All Others Interested In The Issues Involved And The Future Of Indian
Polity. Minorities make significant contributions to the richness and diversity of society, and States that recognize and
promote minority rights are more likely to remain tolerant and stable. The United Nations and other intergovernmental
organizations recognize that minority rights are essential to protect those who wish to preserve and develop values and
practices which they share with other members of their community. This Guide offers information related to norms and
mechanisms developed to protect the rights of persons belonging to national, ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities. It
provides detailed information about procedures and forums in which minority issues may be raised within the United
Nations system and in regional systems. It is hoped that this Guide will be useful in assisting minority advocates to make
full and effective use of existing international mechanisms and, ultimately, to promote and protect the rights guaranteed
under international instruments. The European Community has pledged respect for the cultural and linguistic diversity of
its Member States and has recognized minority languages as an inherent constituent in this regard. This development
reflects a broader trend within the Community towards grappling with less obvious aspects of supranational governance.
Minority language groups turn optimistically to `Europe' in response. But, despite rhetorical promises, just what can the
EC actually be expected to do in the realm of minority language protection, a politically sensitive and traditionally
domestic concern? Arguments put forward to date focus primarily on philosophical, moral, economic, and political
discourse. While these considerations are a vital aspect of the debate on minority languages and on linguistic diversity
more generally, the question of legal basis remains largely unanswered. For the first time, this book traces
comprehensively the existence of an appropriate legal basis for action undertaken by the EC in this domain, striving in



particular to locate a pragmatic yet effective balance between legitimate possibility and acceptable limitations. There are
approximately ten million Roma in Europe, making them the continent’s largest non-territorial minority. Despite this
fact, the Roma continue to experience routine discrimination and marginalization in European countries. As a result they
are seldom engaged in national political activism and are frequently at the bottom of the economic and social ladder. The
severity of exclusion experienced by the Roma in societies which have long paid heed to the notion of individual, universal
human rights - combined with their geographical dispersal and heterogeneous nature - makes the study of the Roma
highly informative. This book examines the theoretical debate concerning the most appropriate way of protecting the
fundamental human rights of the Roma, which also illuminates ways in which the rights of minority groups can be
protected more generally. As a result, this work will be a valuable resource for social scientists and practitioners in the
field of human rights. Multiculturalism is not à la mode nowadays. It is attacked by both right-wing populists and
mainstream politicians and leaders of liberal democracies. Indeed, conflicts surrounding cultural diversity and
recognition are among the most salient issues in contemporary societies. Should liberal democracies recognise specific
cultural rights of minorities? If so, should they grant rights only to indigenous national minorities or also to immigrants?
Is such a recognition compatible with the basic liberal principle of state neutrality? Practical questions of this kind are in
quest of sound theoretical foundations. Alan Patten’s approach to multiculturalism, developed in Equal Recognition
(2014), is the most recent and prominent example of such an effort. Considered “the most important contribution to the
philosophy of cultural diversity since Will Kymlicka’s Multicultural Citizenship”, Patten’s work elaborates new and
original conceptions of culture and liberal neutrality. It reasserts the case in favour of liberal multiculturalism and applies
its theoretical framework to concrete contemporary issues, such as language rights, federalism, secession, and immigrant
integration. This collection presents a critical review of Patten’s approach to cultural plurality. The critics question the
overall normative strategy of Equal Recognition, its account of neutrality, especially with regards to language rights, its
assumptions about democracy and, finally, its relevance to public policy debates. It will be of interest to political scientists,
philosophers, and legal theorists, and will inspire students and politicians alike. This book was originally published as a
special issue of the Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy. This collection of essays examines the
legal regime in the post-Cold War era which has developed in response to the demands of ethnic, racial & religious groups
in Europe. In essence this volume seeks to examine the 'old' problem of national minorities in the 'new' Europe. The
essays examine the response of the main institutions within Europe (i.e. the Council of Europe, OSCE & European
Union), the increasing recourse of states to bilateral arrangements, the developing content of minority rights, the
challenges posed by state-building & the resolution of conflicts involving national minorities. Particular issues considered
include the minorities situation in the Former Yugoslavia, the situation in Ukraine (in particular in Crimea), the position
of the minority Catholic population in Northern Ireland, as well as developments in the context of autonomous regimes &
power-sharing arrangements. At the end of the book, a collection of documents, which supplement these chapters & are
relevant to minority rights in the 'New' Europe, can be found. Whilst the book's editors are both legal academics from the
United Kingdom, the contributors' backgrounds are diverse & varied, originating from a number of different countries,
with expertise in a wide variety of areas. First published in 1992. A Theory of Liberty seeks to change the way we think
about the American constitution. The focus of the book is the legal status of minority groups in the United States a topic at
the top of the current political agenda. Arguing that minority rights were vitally important to the founding fathers, H. N.
Hirsch presents an original and provocative look at issues such as affirmative action, abortion, and the rights of children,
lesbians and gay men, mental patients, and the physically disabled. In an analysis which blends history, philosophy, law,
and social science, Hirsch attacks both liberals who hide from history and conservatives who push for "original intent."
He argues that we can remain faithful to the most basic intent of the founding fathers without losing our ability to
reinterpret the Constitution against the backdrop of contemporary social "facts." Hirsch exposes the errors and hypocrisy
of the current Supreme Court majority, and argues that the Constitution’s liberty can and should be interpreted to protect
the rights of minority groups. Timely and controversial, this title offers a challenging look at some of America’s most
basic ideological commitments, and will appeal to anyone concerned with the current state of American law or the
treatment of minority groups. In the United States, some populations suffer from far greater disparities in health than
others. Those disparities are caused not only by fundamental differences in health status across segments of the
population, but also because of inequities in factors that impact health status, so-called determinants of health. Only part
of an individual's health status depends on his or her behavior and choice; community-wide problems like poverty,
unemployment, poor education, inadequate housing, poor public transportation, interpersonal violence, and decaying
neighborhoods also contribute to health inequities, as well as the historic and ongoing interplay of structures, policies,
and norms that shape lives. When these factors are not optimal in a community, it does not mean they are intractable:
such inequities can be mitigated by social policies that can shape health in powerful ways. Communities in Action:
Pathways to Health Equity seeks to delineate the causes of and the solutions to health inequities in the United States. This
report focuses on what communities can do to promote health equity, what actions are needed by the many and varied



stakeholders that are part of communities or support them, as well as the root causes and structural barriers that need to
be overcome. Human and Minority Rights Protection by Multiple Diversity Governance provides a comprehensive
overview and critical analysis of minority protection through national constitutional law and international law in Europe.
Using a critical theoretical and methodological approach, this textbook: provides a historical analysis of state formation
and nation building in Europe with context of religious wars and political revolutions, including the
(re-)conceptualisation of basic concepts and terms such as territoriality, sovereignty, state, nation and citizenship;
deconstructs all primordial theories of ethnicity and provides a sociologically informed political theory for how to
reconcile the functional prerequisites for political unity, legal equality and social cohesion with the preservation of
cultural diversity; examines the liberal and nationalist ideological framing of minority protection in liberal-democratic
regimes, including the case law of the European Court of Human Rights and the European Court of Justice; analyses the
ongoing trend of re-nationalisation in all parts of Europe and the number of legal instruments and mechanisms from
voting rights to proportional representation in state bodies, forms of cultural and territorial autonomy and federalism.
This textbook will be essential reading for students, scholars and practitioners interested in European politics, human and
minority rights, constitutional and international law, governance and nationalism. The Open Access version of this book,
available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons Attribution (CC-BY) 4.0
license. Most discussions of multiculturalism and group rights focus on the relationship between the minority and the
majority. This volume advances our understanding of minority rights by focusing on conflicts that arise within minority
groups and by examining the different sorts of responses that the liberal state might have to these conflicts. Groups
around the world are increasingly successful in maintaining or winning autonomy. In light of this trend, a crucial
question emerges: what happens to individuals within groups who find that their group discriminates against them? This
volume brings together distinguished scholars who examine this question by weaving together normative political theory
with case studies drawn from South Africa, the United States, India, Canada, and Britain. Classical liberalism,
deliberative democracy, feminism, and associative democracy are among the theoretical frameworks used to offer
solutions to the complex set of issues raised by minorities within minorities. This important volume brings together a
range of material in different areas of law and the social sciences that address questions concerning the rights of
minorities. The discipline is arguably one of the oldest branches of public international law, and owes its heritage to those
who struggled to create standards to protect the numerically inferior and non-dominant communities from the excesses of
the majority. While reflecting this rich heritage, the works contained in this volume show the extent to which policy
constructs (especially in law) have begun to pay heed to the need to include minorities in different domestic settings across
the globe. To provide readers with a structured approach to understanding global minority rights law the editor divides the
issues into six main headings, namely: Historical Development; Conceptual Development; Contemporary Challenges;
Fundamental Norms of Minority Protection; Specific Rights of Minorities; Human Rights and Minority Rights. Since the
end of the Cold War, mounting tensions related to national minorities have increased international efforts to contain and
to solve these inter-ethnic disputes. While much has been written about the efforts of international organizations, such as
the United Nations, the Council of Europe and the OSCE, in this respect, much less attention has been paid to the
advances in minority issues made on a bilateral level. Many former socialist states have concluded bilateral treaties to
improve their relations, and these treaties often include clauses relating to mutual national minorities. Against this
background, and at the request of the High Commissioner on National Minorities, the Foundation on Interethnic
Relations in The Hague convened two meetings of legal experts to discuss the relevance of bilateral treaties for the
settlement of inter-ethnic disputes. These meetings form the basis of the current publication, which includes an analysis
and a collection of case studies. The case studies center around Poland, Hungary and Russia and offer a comprehensive
survey of the network of bilateral treaties and the role of minority rights within these instruments. The book also contains
the English translation of the main parts of the relevant bilateral agreements that are ordinarily difficult to access for
scientific research. This book will therefore serve as an important instrument for anyone involved in the study of inter-
ethnic conflict and minority rights. This new report looks at five themes: minority identity, the ability of minorities to
participate in political and economic life, land/property rights and justice issues. Using case studies and providing
practical advice, the authors show why ignoring early warning signs in any of these areas could lead to a build up of
tensions and ultimately, violent conflict. The increasingly multicultural fabric of modern societies has given rise to many
new issues and conflicts, as ethnic and national minorities demand recognition and support for their cultural identity.
This book presents a new conception of the rights and status of minority cultures. It argues that certain sorts of `collective
rights' for minority cultures are consistent with liberal democratic principles, and that standard liberal objections to
recognizing such rights on grounds of individual freedom, social justice, and national unity, can be answered. However,
Professor Kymlicka emphasises that no single formula can be applied to all groups and that the needs and aspirations of
immigrants are very different from those of indigenous peoples and national minorities. The book discusses issues such as
language rights, group representation, religious education, federalism, and secession - issues which are central to



understanding multicultural politics, but which have been surprisingly neglected in contemporary liberal theory. The
second edition addresses new theoretical and empirical developments since its initial publication, including the
burgeoning influence of globalization and the relentless rise of English as the current world language. May’s broad
position, however, remains largely unchanged. He argues that the causes of many of the language-based conflicts in the
world today still lie with the nation-state and its preoccupation with establishing a 'common' language and culture via
mass education. The solution, he suggests, is to rethink nation-states in more culturally and linguistically plural ways
while avoiding, at the same time, essentializing the language-identity link. This edition, like the first, adopts a wide
interdisciplinary framework, drawing on sociolinguistics, applied linguistics, sociology, political theory, education and
law. It also includes new discussions of cosmopolitanism, globalization, the role of English, and language and mobility,
highlighting the ongoing difficulties faced by minority language speakers in the world today. This book provides a critical
evaluation of the ways in which EU law engages with minority rights protection: at its core is an analysis of EU law and
minority rights. Unlike the UN or ECHR, the EU has no competence to set standards on minority protection and this has
been a point of disappointment for minority rights advocates. Indeed, this book will demonstrate that, in EU law, binding
standards really only exist in the sphere of non-discrimination and are at their strongest in the field of employment. As
such, binding standards within EU law affect only a small proportion of the canon of minority rights. However, the EU
does have competence to promote diversity and facilitate redistribution of power and resources across the EU. According
to a broad understanding of minority rights protection, acts of promotion and facilitation -alongside those of standard-
setting - constitute essential underpinnings for minority protection. The EU's existing competences do therefore play a key
role in minority protection. In order to support these conclusions, the book undertakes a comprehensive examination of
the impact of EU law on minority rights protection. The book examines a broad range of the EU's legal provisions and
principles which may affect minority protection, before undertaking in-depth analyses of the examples of minority cultural
rights and minority linguistic rights. In addition, the final substantive chapter of the book contextualises the impact of EU
law within the perspective of the overall needs of a specific group - the Roma minority. The concluding chapter draws
together the EU's contribution to minority rights. In short, the EU can be seen as a promoter, but not a protector, of
minority rights. Although not ideal, especially from the perspective of minorities, it is worth at least exploring such a view.
Such an exploration would enable the EU most easily to build upon its existing competences and regulatory capacities.
This book will be of interest to lawyers and activists concerned with minority rights and Roma rights protection within the
EU. It will also be of relevance to those interested in understanding the dynamics between the EU and the international
law community in overlapping areas of rights protection, and exploring how this informs our perception of the capacity of
the EU to be a central actor in the field of rights protection. The interest in minority protection emerged during the period
of democratic transition, particularly of ethnically segmented postcommunist societies after the end of the Cold War.
Minority issues became prominent as postcommunist states lined up as potential candidates for EU membership and the
respect for and protection of minority rights was an essential part of criteria these states had to fulfil before EU accession.
Minority rights protection has constituted an important ‘gatekeeping’ criterion for EU membership. Its monitoring
remains a powerful instrument to mediate tensions and to adjudicate discriminations in the present-day Europe. In many
countries, minority rights standards have been transposed in domestic legislation, but whether these norms constitute a
legitimate background which states accept, sustain and promote is the focus of this book. This volume takes on the task of
analysing the diffusion of minority rights norms across the European continent. It looks specifically at the oft-neglected
process of compliance meaning not only the formal adoption of European laws but also their implementation within the
domestic context. The contributions analyse the political rhetoric, legal transposition and behavioural compliance in a
range of European states, East and West, to assess compliance to norms of minority protection. This book was published
as a special issue of Perspectives on European Politics and Society. On October 29, 2010, Kristin Henrard accepted the
position of extraordinary professor on minority protection at the Erasmus School of Law, a chair which is funded by the
Trustfonds of Erasmus University Rotterdam. This book contains Henrard's inaugural speech. Henrard first revisits the
relationship between and temporal evolution of general human rights and special minority-specific rights, by showing how
fundamental rights were originally conceived for and tailored towards the needs of religious minorities. In the second
part, Henrard exposes the ambiguous relationship between religious minorities and fundamental rights. Indeed, while
religious minorities, and the protection they were considered to need, may have triggered the emergence of both general
human rights and special minority rights, subsequently their special needs - in terms of human dignity, identity, and
substantive equality - were neglected. Henrard consequently calls for a redress of the current imbalance - more
particularly by a refinement of the existing norms. In this provocative and ground-breaking book, Stephen May argues for
a non-essentialist understanding of language rights, while at the same time outlining why language rights, particularly for
minority groups, are defensible and important, both academically and politically. May argues that the causes of many of
the language-based conflicts in the world today lie with the nation-state and its preoccupation with establishing a
'common' language and culture via mass education. The solution, he suggests, is to rethink nation-states in more



culturally and linguistically plural ways while avoiding, at the same time, essentialising the language-identity
link.Language and Minority Rights - a benchmark volume in the field of language rights and language policy - is an
outstanding interdisciplinary analysis which draws together debates on language from widely different academic fields,
including the sociology of language, ethnicity and nationalism, sociolinguistics, social and political theory, education,
history and law, illustrating these debates via a wealth of different national contexts and examples. It is essential reading
for students, teachers and researchers in the sociology of language, sociolinguistics, applied linguistics, language policy
and planning, sociology, politics, and education. Racial and ethnic disparities in health care are known to reflect access to
care and other issues that arise from differing socioeconomic conditions. There is, however, increasing evidence that even
after such differences are accounted for, race and ethnicity remain significant predictors of the quality of health care
received. In Unequal Treatment, a panel of experts documents this evidence and explores how persons of color experience
the health care environment. The book examines how disparities in treatment may arise in health care systems and looks
at aspects of the clinical encounter that may contribute to such disparities. Patients' and providers' attitudes, expectations,
and behavior are analyzed. How to intervene? Unequal Treatment offers recommendations for improvements in medical
care financing, allocation of care, availability of language translation, community-based care, and other arenas. The
committee highlights the potential of cross-cultural education to improve provider-patient communication and offers a
detailed look at how to integrate cross-cultural learning within the health professions. The book concludes with
recommendations for data collection and research initiatives. Unequal Treatment will be vitally important to health care
policymakers, administrators, providers, educators, and students as well as advocates for people of color. This insightful
and timely book analyzes the role of cultural autonomy in advancing minority rights protection on the national and global
level. It assesses the historical and legal limits of the right to self-determination and autonomy, and examines the
relationship between cultural autonomy and globalization. Rajan (Asian College of Journalism, Chennai and Mudra
Institute of Communications, Ahmedabad) charts the internal link between human rights and democracy. He argues that
human rights can flourish only in a state that promotes the democratic value of equal consideration of each person's
capacity to a. Minority Rights, Majority Rule seeks to explain a phenomenon evident to most observers of the US
Congress. In the House of Representatives, majority parties rule and minorities are seldom able to influence national
policy making. In the Senate, minorities quite often call the shots, empowered by the filibuster to frustrate the majority.
Why did the two chambers develop such distinctive legislative styles? Conventional wisdom suggests that differences in the
size and workload of the House and Senate led the two chambers to develop very different rules of procedure. Sarah
Binder offers an alternative, partisan theory to explain the creation and suppression of minority rights, showing that
contests between partisan coalitions have throughout congressional history altered the distribution of procedural rights.
Most importantly, new majorities inherit procedural choices made in the past. This institutional dynamic has fuelled the
power of partisan majorities in the House but stopped them in their tracks in the Senate. This reference on all minority
groups contains 725 entries which explore the American civil rights experience since 1492. Entries include: biographical
sketches of important historical figures, important topics, organizations and events; and court cases, federal laws and
government agencies. This interdisciplinary collection addresses the position of minorities in democratic societies, with a
particular focus on minority rights and recognition. For the first time, it brings together leading international authorities
on ethnicity, nationalism and minority rights from both social and political theory, with the specific aim of fostering
further debate between the disciplines. In their introduction, the editors explore the ways in which politics and sociology
can complement each other in unravelling the many contradictory aspects of complex phenomena. Topics addressed
include the constructed nature of ethnicity, its relation to class and to 'new racism', different forms of nationalism, self
determination and indigenous politics, the politics of recognition versus the politics of redistribution, and the re-
emergence of cosmopolitanism. This book is essential reading for all those involved in the study of ethnicity, nationalism
and minority rights. Provides an overview of the complex relationship between minorities, minority rights and
development. Includes a discussion of the policies of development aid bodies. According to Deloria and Wilkins,
"Whenever American minorities have raised voices of protest, they have been admonished to work within the legal system
that seek its abolition." This essential work examines the historical evolution of the legal rights of various minority groups
and the relationship between these rights and the philosophical intent of the American founders. The issue of minority
rights continues to occupy a sensitive position in international law. Historical as well as contemporary events show that
the subject is also capable of engulfing the international community as a whole. The contention of the present study is that
international law is in itself a difficult medium for providing adequate rights for minorities and for effectively
safeguarding those rights. This volume analyses the weaknesses in the international protection of minority rights through
a detailed examination of the practices and policies of Pakistan. Thought-provoking and original in its approach, this
volume will prove to be of enormous value to international human rights lawyers and to scholars engaged in the study of
minority rights in South-Asia and Pakistan. Provides an overview of Economic, Social and Cultural (ESC) rights and how
these can be applied to minorities and indigenous peoples. This guide offers practical information and advice about the



best ways to advocate for securing ESC rights. It covers the rights to food and to water, housing rights, health rights,
education rights, and more. Conflicting claims about culture are a familiar refrain of political life in the contemporary
world. On one side, majorities seek to fashion the state in their own image, while on the other, cultural minorities press for
greater recognition and accommodation. Theories of liberal democracy are at odds about the merits of these competing
claims. Multicultural liberals hold that particular minority rights are a requirement of justice conceived of in a broadly
liberal fashion. Critics, in turn, have questioned the motivations, coherence, and normative validity of such defenses of
multiculturalism. In Equal Recognition, Alan Patten reasserts the case in favor of liberal multiculturalism by developing a
new ethical defense of minority rights. Patten seeks to restate the case for liberal multiculturalism in a form that is
responsive to the major concerns of critics. He describes a new, nonessentialist account of culture, and he rehabilitates
and reconceptualizes the idea of liberal neutrality and uses this idea to develop a distinctive normative argument for
minority rights. The book elaborates and applies its core theoretical framework by exploring several important contexts in
which minority rights have been considered, including debates about language rights, secession, and immigrant
integration. Demonstrating that traditional, nonmulticultural versions of liberalism are unsatisfactory, Equal Recognition
will engage readers interested in connections among liberal democracy, nationalism, and current multicultural issues.
The unprecedented mass movement of populations since World War II has increased tensions among groups of people by
breaking down the homogeneity of older countries and increasing the fragility of newly independent states encompassing
several minorities within their borders. These changes, according to author Jay Sigler, dictate the necessity of clarifying
human and minority rights. He highlights the main points of minority rights, traces their history, and demonstrates their
distinctly modern features. Sigler considers the theoretical implications of minority versus individual and collective rights
and examines the efforts in this area made by the United States, India, the United Kingdom, Belgium, and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics. Finally, he proposes his own provisional theory of minority rights. This book, the first in the
series of publications on minority issues, provides a critical overview of the protection of minority groups in international
law. Topics covered include: the definition of a minority, concepts of state sovereignty and self-determination; the
historical context to international human rights law; the legal frameworks developed by the UN, the Council of Europe,
the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) and the EU; as well as examples of legal approaches
adopted by individual European countries to address the protection of minorities. 16, 37, 81, 82, 182-184). "The present
guide offers information related to norms and mechanisms developed to protect the rights of persons belonging to
national, ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities. It includes detailed information about procedures and forums in which
minority issues may be raised to minorities and by also covering selected specialized agencies and regional mechanisms,
the present Guide complements information contained in Working with the United Nations Human Rights Programme: A
Handbook for Civil Society"--Introduction. USA. The position of minority groups in American society - with particular
reference to Blacks. Study of social structures, discrimination and intergroup relations. Moral aspects. Strategy for a
social movement to reduce discrimination. References pp. 131 to 137. Using a question-and-answer format, this book
makes clear how to take advantage of the laws designed to secure the rights of racial minorities. Individual chapters
explain the federal civil laws and procedures protecting the rights of racial minorities in voting, employment, education,
housing, public accommodations, federally assisted programs, and jury selection and trials. Relevant criminal statutes and
the use of race-conscious remedies are covered as well. The initial basis for the rights of racial minorities was provided by
three constitutional amendments adopted following the Civil War during the period of Reconstruction: the Thirteenth
Amendment, which outlaws slavery and involuntary servitude; the Fourteenth Amendment, which prohibits states from
denying to any person "equal protection of the laws"; and the Fifteenth Amendment, which prohibits denial or
abridgment of the right to vote. Each of the Reconstruction amendments authorized Congress to enforce the amendments
"by appropriate legislation." Congress has done so repeatedly. The most important of the Reconstruction laws were the
Civil Rights Act of 1866, the Civil Rights Act of 1871, and the Civil Rights Act of 1875, which was declared
unconstitutional in 1883. In response to the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, Congress enacted and amended a
number of modern civil rights acts including the Civil Rights Act of 1964; the Voting Rights Act of 1965, amended in
1970, 1975, and 1982; and the Fair Housing Act of 1968 to ensure equality and eradicate the continuing effects of past
discrimination accumulated over more than two centuries. The challenge to the nation remains to bring reality to the
declared principle that "all persons are created equal."
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